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This December Lyngo Theatre 
presents Hansel and Gretel, 

a musical theatre version of the 
classic tale 
of adventure 
that will have 
you humming 
along! With 
magical songs 
by Carlo 
‘Cialdo’ Capelli 
and beautiful 
imagery by 
designer Elena 
Marini, this is a charming wintry tale 
that will delight audiences of all ages. 

Having captivated children and adults 
for over 10 years with their mix of 
fun and engaging performances, the 
Gulbenkian is thrilled to be welcoming 
back Lyngo Theatre to Canterbury 
following their successful run of Snow 
Play in December 2014. Lyngo is a UK 
based children’s theatre company with 
strong Italian connections. Their shows 
have delighted children and adults for 
over 10 years with their unique mix of 

fun and beautiful imagery, working 
magically together to reveal the vivid 
poetic realm that is at the heart of 

their work. Their 
trademark features 
are a singular visual 
flair, an inventive use 
of props -beautifully 
designed and hand-
made ‘theatre toys’- 
and an interactive and 
genuine approach to 
play, no matter the age 
of our audience. 

Directed and designed by 
Marcello Chiarenza, this story 
seems to prove the sorrowful fact 
that maybe hunger is stronger 
than love. The poor woodsman’s 
empty stomach goes to his 
head, he gives in to the bony 
step-mother and leaves Hansel 
and Gretel in the forest. This 
happens not just once but twice. 
And the second time there won’t 
be any moonstones for them to 
follow back home. Instead they 
follow their noses to the sugary 
heart of darkness… and we all 
know what comes next!

So far, the show has already 
received some wonderful reviews: 
described as a  “concentrated Christmas 
production with forceful impact”, the 
cut-down, two-person version of the folk 
tale has been devised in “a way to make 
maximum impact with limited means; 
so much that the two-hander format 

becomes a virtue.” (reviewsgate.com) 
One audience member said “we really 
enjoyed this entertaining show and 
recommend others to go see it!”

The play is adapted and performed 
by Patrick Lynch. In the UK Lynch has 
acted and directed for companies like 
Oily Cart and been a workshop and 
project leader for many organisations. 
Since 2006 he has been presenting 

television 
programmes for 
the BBC on their 
channel Cbeebies. 
Lynch has worked 
extensively 
in Europe in 
theatre-forms 
like Commedia 
dell’Arte and 
clowning, which 
becomes apparent 
in the comedy and 
slapstick of Hansel 
and Gretel.

Lyngo Theatre 
serve up their 

own special recipe of Hansel and Gretel 
at the Gulbenkian from Tuesday 6 - 
Sunday 18 December 2016. Tickets: 
£8.50 / Groups of 4+ £7.50 per person. 

For more information and tickets 
please visit www.thegulbenkian.co.uk or 
call 01227 769075.

The Gulbenkian

Cinema 
listings

THE LIGHT BETWEEN 
OCEANS (12A)
Fri 2 Dec - Mon 5 Dec 2016

A STREET CAT NAMED BOB 
(12A)
Fri 2 Dec - Wed 7 Dec 2016

THE POLAR EXPRESS (U)
Sat 3 Dec 2016

WHITE CHRISTMAS (U)
Sun 4 Dec 2016

GIMME DANGER (15)
Sun 4 Dec 2016

DIE HARD (18)
Tue 6 Dec 2016

FANTASTIC BEASTS AND 
WHERE TO FIND THEM (12A)
Fri 9 Dec - Wed 14 Dec 2016

THE INNOCENTS (15)
Fri 9 Dec - Sat 10 Dec 2016

MY FERAL HEART (12A) 
Sat 10 Dec 2016

A UNITED KINGDOM (12A)
Fri 16 Dec - Tue 20 Dec 2016

NOCTURNAL ANIMALS (15)
Fri 16 Dec - Sun 18 Dec 2016

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE (U)
Sun 18 Dec 2016

SULLY (12A)
Fri 6 Jan - Tue 10 Jan 2017

FROZEN SING-A-LONG (PG)
Sat 7 Jan 2017

Full - £8.50
GulbCard Member - £6.50
Senior - £7.50
Registered Disabled - £7.50
Student - £5.30
Student GulbCard Member - £4.30
Unemployed - £7.50

Prices

Hansel and 

Get Festive at The Gulbenkian
Christmas time is here and the 

Gulbenkian does not fail to dose up 
it’s own hearty serving of festive cheer.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Wed 14 Dec 2016/ Student £5

Performed at the Royal Dockyard 
Church, Historic Dockyard Chatham by 
University of Kent Choir and Orchestra 
(Medway). A festive programme to 
include Vaughan Williams: Fantasia 
on Christmas Carols for Baritone Solo, 
Chorus and Orchestra; Greg Lake: I 
believe in Father Christmas (arranged 
for choir, orchestra and soloists), plus 
songs and orchestral pieces from a 
range of musical traditions.

THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS 3D (PG)

Sat 17 Dec 2016/ Student £4
Henry Selick directs this 1993 Tim 
Burton-penned musical opus, a 
stunningly original and visually 
delightful modern classic – crafted 

with superb stop motion animation 
– that has firmly cemented itself as 
a seasonal favourite. Despite having 
recently presided over a very successful 
Halloween, Jack Skellington (a.k.a. The 
Pumpkin King) feels dissatisfied with 
his lot and that life in Halloweenland 
lacks meaning. But then Jack stumbles 
upon Christmastown and promptly 
decides to make Yuletide his own.

THE MUPPET CHRISTMAS 
CAROL (U)

Mon 19 Dec 2016 / Student £3
Brian Henson directs this joyful 
Muppet version of the best-known 
Christmas story of all time. Michael 
Caine is old miser Scrooge with Kermit 
his long-suffering but ever-hopeful 
employee Bob Cratchit, Miss Piggy as 
Cratchit’s wife, and a host of Muppets 
in this bright, playful adaptation. We 
watch as the ghosts of Christmas past, 
present, and future take Scrooge on 

a journey through his lonely, wasted 
life. Michael Caine makes a wonderful 
Scrooge, delightfully rediscovering the 
meaning of life, alongside Jim Henson’s 
brilliantly realised ghosts. Anarchic and 
warm, this is a Christmas family classic.
ALBION CHRISTMAS BAND
Tue 20 Dec 2016 / Student £18
A popular show which sells out every 
year and described in the Guardian as 
“the perfect antidote to the corporate 
Christmas”,and with a new album out 
this year, especially for you, this is a 
show you must not miss! This talented 
group of friends look forward every year 
to bringing their brand of Christmas 
cheer to delighted audiences all over 
the country. Full of carols, poetry and 
funny tales with a Christmassy theme, 
this show takes you on a guided tour 
through the Christmas customs of 
Britain. In association with Folk in The 
Barn.

Times

Gretel
Photos by The Gulbenkian
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By Rowan Parris
Writer

The recent news that Emma Rice is 
stepping down as Artistic Director 

in 2018, after two years at the helm, 
raises some serious questions about 
the motivations of the Globe board. 
She is reportedly leaving after disputes 
surrounding her use of lighting, 

sound and rigging in her direction, 
which critics argue detracts from the 
authenticity of the Globe. The Globe 
is an important landmark and the 
performances which take place there 
represent the monument’s past and 
historical context. Performances of 
Shakespeare’s works are especially 
pertinent because of his connection to 
the theatre, and respect should therefore 

be shown to these productions. 
Whilst people of course have a right 

to their own opinion, and whilst 
Shakespeare’s works are important to 
preserve, in an ever-changing world, a 
contemporary interpretation of older 
works isn’t necessarily a bad thing. 
Look at the 1996 movie Romeo + Juliet 
with Leonardo di Caprio and Claire 
Danes, which was met with major 
box-office success, despite it being a 
modern interpretation of Shakespeare’s 
famous play. Whilst it still contained 
most of the original material that 
Shakespeare wrote, audiences loved 
the contemporary twist of being set in 
a modern-day suburb called Verona. In 
addition to this, audiences have clearly 
responded to Emma’s modern ideas, 
with box office reports reportedly being 
“exceptionally strong”. 

Whilst regular fans and traditionalists 
regarding Shakespeare certainly deserve 
to be respected and to have their views 
heard, Emma, as the artistic director 
of the Globe, equally deserves to have 
at least some freedom to experiment 
with her productions, especially 
when the focus should really be on 
her direction and dramatic content 

rather than the lighting and sound. 
Trying to please everyone in theatre 
productions, especially interpretations 
of classic works which already have 
strong followings, is impossible but a 
contemporary angle may bring in wider 
audiences, whilst still making an effort 
to respect Shakespeare’s works. This 
situation does beg the question, if the 
board of the Globe didn’t want modern 
themes and interpretations, then why 
did they hire Emma Rice, a director who 
is known for her ability to “shake things 
up” within productions?

What are your thoughts?

Canterbury’s Christmas Markets
By Ellesse Cooke
Writer

One of my favourite parts of 
Christmas in Canterbury is the 

yearly Christmas Market. Located 
around the Whitefriars area, the market 
is home to all sorts of treasures, from 
the quirky, to the delicious to the 
outright beautiful. Here are a few I’d 
recommend you stop by before you go 
home for Christmas. 

First up is a personal favourite of mine, 
the chutney stall, home to every gift I’ve 
gotten my nan in the last 2 years, and 
I mean that in the best way. There are 

some delicious concoctions on offer here 
from the classic Lemon Curd to the ever 
popular Spicy Tomato and Onion. Not 
to mention brilliant service, especially 
from this little lady. 

Chutneys not to your taste? Then why 
not try A Different Taste? With a large 
array of Greek delicacies (including 
some tasty looking olive dishes), a trip 
to this stall may be just what you need 
to add a little bit of culture to your diet 
this Christmas.  

This one is a classic, offering all 
the quirky and colourful gems 
your heart could desire. A personal 
recommendation is the hand crafted 
flower soaps that could give a Lush a 

run for their 
money. And 
hey, if you 
really can’t 
find anything 
to your liking, 
at least stop 
by for a quick 
look at the 
most awesome 
moustache 
I’ve come 
across (but don’t tell them I’m the 
weirdo that sent you).

But hang on a minute classics, there’s 
a new kid on the block, and he sells 
spyglasses. In all seriousness, this little 
stall sells 
some of the 
most beautiful 
kaleidoscopes 
you will ever 
see, as well as 
several other 
lovely bits and 
pieces. This 
is not one to 
miss.

And of 
course, I 
couldn’t end 
this article 

without 
talking about 
The Reindeer 
Shack. 
A family 
business, 
making their 
wooden 
reindeer and 
snowmen 
from scratch, 
this place 
is the MVP for me. Their creations 
include the little and the large and best 
of all, can proudly hold a personalised 
message of your choice. So get on down 
to Canterbury Christmas Market and 
make your Christmas a little more 
unique.

Should The Globe go Contemporary?

Photo by The Shakespeare Globe Trust

Photo by Eleanor Weaver

Photos by Ellesse Cooke
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It’s Pantomime Season
...Oh Yes It Is! 

By Josie Lilliman
Writer

“It’s behind you!” That’s right boys 
and girls, pantomime season has 

finally crept back on us. The wackiest 
of festive traditions brings only the best 
theatrical magic for all the family to 
enjoy. I will always have fond memories 
of my pantomime visits. A colourful 
whirlwind of songs and dances, always 
mixed together with some hilariously 
messy slapstick routine. Getting to ‘boo’ 
and ‘hiss’ at the baddies and forever 
‘looking on the bright side of life’ with 
our loveable heroes. The amazing 
props and costumes always worked 
wonders and getting that interval ice 
cream always prepared me for the more 
dramatic second half. I have always 
loved a good panto, from being a young 
child all the way up to the here and now. 
Therefore, I can only urge every single 
one of you to see at least one pantomime 
this year! And where better than here in 
Canterbury.

Rehearsals have started for Dick 

Whittington, this year’s Marlowe 
Theatre pantomime. Top television 
presenter Stephen Mulhern stars in the 
production at the Canterbury venue. 
Stephen is a regular on our screens in 
programmes such as The Next Great 
Magician, Go For It!, Catchphrase, Ant 
and Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway, 
Britain’s Got Talent and Big Star’s 
Little Star. He is also co-presenter of 
Heart FM’s Sunday morning show (with 
Emma Willis).

Dick Whittington will also star 
Canterbury favourites Ben Roddy 
as Dolly the Cook and Lloyd Hollett 
(Captain Crabstick), along with Vladimir 
Georgievsky (from Britain’s Got Talent) 
as Alderman Fitzwarren, and a host 
of West End stars: John Barr (Les 
Miserables) as King Rat, Lisa Davina 
Phillip (Matilda) as Fairy Bow-Bells, 
and Ben Carruthers (Wicked) as Dick 
Whittington. Jemma Carlisle plays Alice 
Fitzwarren, while Tommy the Cat is 
played by Francesca Wright.    

Last year’s pantomime (Snow White 
And The Seven Dwarfs), was seen by 
more than 95,000 people, making it a 
Marlowe record-breaker. 

Dick Whittington is at The Marlowe 
Theatre from Friday 25 November 
2016 to Sunday 8 January 2017. For 
times, prices and to book tickets, call 
the Box Office on 01227 787787 or go to 
marlowetheatre.com. 

Sponsored by Lipscomb Volvo and 
Mission Training. 

Poetry 
Corner
Little Tree
An Excerpt
Look the spangles 
that sleep all the year in a dark box 
dreaming of being taken out and 
allowed to shine, 
the balls the chains red and gold the 
fluffy threads, 

put up your little arms 
and I’ll give them all to you to hold 
every finger shall have its ring 
and there won’t be a single place 
dark or unhappy 

then when you’re quite dressed 
you’ll stand in the window for 
everyone to see 
and how they’ll stare! 
oh but you’ll be very proud 

and my little sister and I will take 
hands 
and looking up at our beautiful tree 
we’ll dance and sing 
“Noel Noel”.

E.E Cummings 

If you would like you poetry 
featured in the paper email us at 
newspaper.culture@inquiremedia.
co.uk

Deck the Halls with a Christmas Story 
By Manon Charles
Newspaper Lifestyle Editor

One of my favourite books to 
reread this time of year is one 

that takes me back to my childhood. 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas! By 
Dr. Seuss, is a brilliant book. It follows 
the character of the Grinch as he tries 
to destroy Christmas, by stealing items 
from the nearby town of Whoville, but 
when the residents celebrate regardless 
of the thefts, he returns the items and 
is the guest of honour at the Christmas 
dinner. While the film adaptation also 
happens to be a great Christmas film, 
there is something magical about the 
book and Dr. Seuss’ trademark rhyming 
scheme. This is a heart-warming tale of 
the true meaning of Christmas is one for 
the ages! 

By Louise Murray
Writer

Without a doubt my favourite 
Christmas Book is A Christmas 

Carol by Charles Dickens, first pubished 
in 1843.  Who could fail to be moved 
by the plight of the Cratchit Family and 
Tiny Tim and indeed that of the lead 

character Ebenezer Scrooge. This story 
gives us an insight into our Christmas 
Past, a Victorian England where normal 

life for the masses was not a time of 
plenty and excess. It was however a time 
of change with new customs such as 
Christmas Cards and Christmas Trees 
being introduced.

 Apparently after the book was first 
published there was an increase in 
charitable giving and we are left with 
a whole host of new phrases such as 
‘Bah Humbug!’, the name ‘Scrooge’ and 
the phrase ‘Merry Christmas’ gained 
increased use.

 I am not alone for my regard for this 
book, there have been any number of 
adaptations, productions and parodies, 
some of my favourites being The 
Muppet Christmas Carol, Blackadder’s 
Christmas Carol, Scrooged and on my 
‘things to do list’ go to BBC Radio 2’s 
Friday Night Is Music Night’s special 
Christmas concert at the Royal Festival 
Hall, Southbank Centre, London, 19:30 
Sat 10 Dec 2016 where Mark Gatiss will 
be starring as Scrooge supported by an 
all star cast.

Photos by The Marlowe Theatre
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MTS Follow The Leader: The Director Interview

Canterbury Cathedral Christmas Carol Service
23rd Dec 2016 7.30pm
The first of two identical services held at the Cathedral 
to celebrate Christmas. 

Canterbury Cathedral Crib Service
24th Dec 2016 11am
The family service enjoyed by all ages which welcomes 
the birth of baby Jesus and features readings and carols.

Canterbury Cathedral Christmas Carol Service
24th Dec 2016 3pm
The second of the two carol services.

Christmas Carol Services

By Eleanor Weaver
Newspaper Culture Editor

With the Musical Theatre Society’s 
winter showcase Follow the 

Leader quickly approaching, Culture 
Editor Eleanor Weaver spoke to the 
director, Antonia Kasoulidou and 
assistant director, Rakel Søberg 
Svendsen to get an insight into their 
experiences with the show. 

You are directing MTS’ Follow 
The Leader, a musical showcase. 
So how are rehearsals going so 
far?

A: It’s been really fun and we have 
such a big cast: actually one of the 
biggest casts that MTS has had.

R: Yeah, a cast of 46!
A: It’s a mixture of freshers, second 

years, third years, people that are 
returning fourth years… it’s a big cast. 
Everyone has been been wonderful 
and it’s like a family during rehearsals 
because you’re there three times a week.

R: Sometimes it goes 10 to 10 on a 
Sunday  so we’re there all the time. We 
really have grown to love each other and 
it is great! It’s really coming together 
now and we’re doing full runs leading 
up to the actual show that’s happening 
in less than two weeks. 

How have you found directing? Is 
it your first time?

A: It’s my second time directing. 
I directed Twelfth Night at the 
Canterbury Shakespeare Festival 
this Summer and directing a musical 
is completely different because you 
have so many aspects to think of. 
You think of singing,  dancing… not 
even just that. We’re doing something 
different because showcase is normally 
a collection of songs around a theme 
but the way that we’ve decided to do it 
this term  is to actually create a story 
that’s interwoven between the songs. So 
we’ve had to throw in acting and written 
scenes.

R: It’s not something that’s ever been 
heavily featured in showcases before so  
we’re kind of weighing singing, dancing 
and acting as a triple threat!

What is the story running 
through?

A: We have a main character which 
we refer to as Red Thread, because 

he is the thread 
that weaves all the 
songs together. 
He is essentially 
this man that has 
so much power 
and is leading 

everyone into hunting this witch down. 
The witch then casts this spell on him 
where he gets stuck in a musical theatre 
hell where he can’t leave the Colyer-
Ferguson Hall. He’s trapped inside of all 
the numbers and being taught a lesson 
of what happens when you have so 
much power and how it’s actually going 
to end up hurting those around him. 

R: So all the songs have that combining 
theme of power and status. In fact 
performing it in the Colyer-Ferguson 
means that we have really been able to 
tailor our piece to the space: there are 
fantastic rises and platforms which we 
can use to really show off the physical 
representation of status. Also the hall 
is one of the top 10 for acoustics in the 
country so the sound is really going to 
be epic!

Have you got any favourite 
numbers in this showcase?

R: Oooh we have When You’re An 
Addams which is one of our favourites. 
It’s such a fun number from The 
Addams Family Musical. We have a lot 
of big ensemble numbers with everyone 
on stage with Candy Store from 
Heathers. 

A: We also have a lot of soloists, in fact 
everyone has their own solo and their 
own moment to shine. We had an aim to 
get everyone to have that moment. We 
have numbers from the musical from 
MTS which is Urinetown directed by 
Ben Chamberlain and Sarah Butt which 
is going to be really good and that’s in 
February. 

R: So in the showcase, there will be a 
feature of both Urinetown and the MTS 
Show Choir.  

Has it been difficult trying 
to direct so many people and 
challenging?

A: I lost my voice this weekend! It’s 
sometimes difficult to coordinate 
because you can’t do everything and 
musically direct and choreograph 
every number but we get a good team 
of people to to direct the different 
numbers. 

R: Yeah, so many people are involved 
and contribute.

You said that MTS is like one 
giant family which is lovely! Do 
you think everyone else feels that 
within the company?

A: I hope so! And hopefully this’ll 
inspire others to want to join. We’ve had 
a lot of people from first year integrating 
which has been great and it’ll be 
wonderful to have more people join us 
next term. 

R: There’s something for everyone 
and music for everyone. We’ve tried 
to balance it with really well known 
musicals: Music from Wicked, Rent, 
Hamilton. 

A: But we’ve also balanced it with 
songs that barely anyone knows like The 
Scarlet Pimpernel.

I didn’t even know that was a 
musical!

A: After hearing it you want to go back 
and listen to it. No one really recognises 
it but it has some killer songs. 

It’s almost like a musical learning 
journey.

 R: It introduces people to the music 
which is different for a showcase and 
it’s super enjoyable for everyone, from 

the musical theatre 
buff to someone 
who’s completely 
new to it. 

Are you 
performing too?

A: We’re not 
performing but we get to see everything 
come together so we’re going to be 
proud mothers watching our children.

R: We’re definitely going to cry! The 
last song is 21 Guns from American 
Idiot so very emotional.

A: There are phenomenally talented 
people in our show and we just want 
people to hear them 

Time for the plug guys!
Follow the Leader is being performed 

by MTS from Sat 3 - Sun 4 December 
2016. The show is at 7.30pm both days 
and tickets are £5 for students, £8 for 
others. Being performed in the Colyer 
Ferguson Hall, tickets are available from 
the Gulbenkian at www.thegulbenkian.
co.uk or on 0127 769075.

Thank you both!


